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Lent

Lent is just around the corner, which means it's time for us to mark our calendars and clear space in our lives
for something a little different. | imagine that there are some of you who are feeling anticipation and maybe even
excitement as we enter into one of the most important seasons for the Church. If you're like me, thinking about Lent
might also make you a little nervous, and have you taking some deep breaths.

For those of you who are new to this whole Lent thing, let me fill you in. Lent originated in the earliest days of
the Church. It begins with Ash Wednesday, forty days before Easter, not including Sundays (which are thought of as
little-Easters along the way). By observing Lent, Christians across time and space imitate Jesus’ withdrawal into the
wilderness. This is a time of soul-searching, repentance, reflection, and spiritual disciplines. All of this can be
difficult... even scary at times, but the “great cloud of witnesses” have told us that this is an essential rhythm as we
seek to be transformed into the likeness of Christ. We will know the power of resurrection when we “share in his
sufferings by becoming like him in his death” (Phil. 3:10).

Practicing Lent is nothing new for Delmar, but it does require renewed intention on all our parts. An important
way to do this is by joining us for special services that bookend Lent. As a community we’ll begin with our Ash
Wednesday service, Feb 22. Be sure to mark your calendars for this important time together. Holy Week brings our
Lenten journey to a climax with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Participating in these bookend services are the
most basic and essential ways we enter this season.

There are also important daily practices that are part of Lent. Just as Jesus fasted in the wilderness for forty
days, fasting has become a traditional practice for Christians during this season. When fasting, you can still eat, but
choose to abstain from certain foods or luxuries. Then each Sunday we break our fast in celebration of our mini-
Easter.

This year there are a few new ways we’ll be observing Lent as a community. Later
in February we’ll be distributing devotional guides that can be used as families around
the dinner table. Bringing the practice of Lent into our homes is an important way of
cultivating faith in our youth and children, as well as ourselves.

I'll also be leading a special contemplative prayer service each Wednesday
evening at 5:30 during Lent. It will be a simple service of prayers, chants, and candles
only about half an hour long. My hope is that some of you will find it a refreshing way to
draw your day to a close. It's also a new way for us to embody our value as a prayerful
community.

That's a lot to swallow, | know. Extra worship services, fasting, family devotionals,
contemplative prayers - chances are it sounds like more than you want to bite off. To be
honest, | feel that way at times too. But | also know that the more | invest myself and my HHS$
family in the season of Lent, the more | am opening us all to the movement of God. This
isn't a “to-do” list. This is an invitation of your faith community to enter whole-heartedly
into a season of spiritual formation. By doing so, the light of the resurrection might dawn
in some of the darkest places within us, making us whole. %

This is not only my personal prayer, it's also my hope for you this year. "
With expectant faith, ! &( $

~Chris ) I
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This month is date night! Drop your kids off at Del-
mar for a pajama party and head out on the town
for a celebration with your special Valentine.

Remember that this is an open ministry
to our community. Feel free to invite
your friends to participate. The cost is

$5 per child. Q‘ 4
Be sure to sign up your kids on the = \/'

sheet in the Narthex .

Upcoming Events:

Saturday Game Night:  Bring your board games and your competitive spirit! \@

Saturday, March 17

Variety Show & Dessert Auction:

(45 Saturday, April 21

- Ministry at the Bosnian Food Pantry, 9:15 AM.

- Election Day, Delmar is a polling place.
- NO White Cross.

- Parents’ Night Out, 5:30-9:30 (see p. 2)
- Second Sunday Lunch Bunch, Noon
- Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

- Leadership Team, 7 PM.
- Men'’s Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Delmar Baptist.

- All-Church Pancake Lunch, youth fundraiser.

- Business meeting.
- White Cross, 1 PM.

- Adult Choir rehearsal moved to 6 PM.
- Ash Wednesday Service, 7 PM (see p. 1).
- Contemplative Prayer Service, 5:30 PM (see p.1) Sunday of each month after church..

9:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:15 AM
10:45 AM
11:45 AM

Noon
7:00 PM

Prayer Service
Growth Groups

Choir Warm-up
Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation

Lunch and Bible Study
Adult Choir Rehearsal, sanctuary

QD
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Dust off your accordion and start practicing now!

Pancake Lunch

The children and youth are hosting
lunch Mardi Gras style. Please join us
for our Pancake Lunch in honor of Fat
Tuesday after church on Sunday,
February 19. Our kids are flipping
cakes and fixings with hopes that you
will help them go to summer

camp. Donations will be accepted for
the meal. Make plans to join us for a
feast before Lent.

The Lunch Bunch
Join the Lunch Bunch every 2nd

See Vi Miller for this month’s lunch on
the 12th.

Men’s Breakfast

Join the men of Delmar and Second
Baptist Churches for the monthly Men’s
prayer breakfast on Feb. 18, 7:30 AM,
at Delmar Baptist Church.

Wednesday Lunch & Bible Study

We meet in Anniversary Hall—potluck
lunch is at noon, with Bible study from
12:45-1:30.




New Members

social ministry.

ing. She is interested in volleyball, movies, family and friends.

Youth Group.

Jim and Janet Deuel joined Delmar on Dec. 11. Jim is a retired Baptist minister who served
churches in Indianapolis, Rhode Island, and the Kansas city area. Janet retired from a teach-
ing career that covered many fields: elementary and middle school education, reading, special
needs, and even an Indian reservation. Jim and Janet have four children and ten grandchil-
dren spread around the country, and are particularly interested in pursuing their interests in

Carolyn Holstein , new member on Dec. 18, was raised in Brownsburg, Indiana, the youngest of
three children. She graduated from UMSL with a degree in business administration and cur-
rently works for AAIM Employers Association as a technical services coordinator for HR consult-

Luke Crump _also joined on Dec. 18 and is the Assistant Basketball coach at UMSL. He is origi-
nally from Gilman City in northwest Missouri and graduated from NW Missouri State. He has
one older brother, spoils his two nieces, and enjoys golfing, Cardinals baseball, water skiing, and
is a self-described “pretty simple guy.” He and Carolyn have begun working with our Delmar

Shirley Crenshaw and Debbie Miller are also new members. Watch the March newsletter for details!

Family News

Marsha Hussung's father, Rev. Charles Curtis, died on Jan. 3, in Wichita, KS,
after a long decline and sudden diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. Rev. Curtis
was a retired United Methodist minister and a courageous advocate for social
and political justice. He and wife, Betty, had just celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary and in better times had been frequent visitors to St. Louis and Del-
mar.

Randy Harris is still alive! Randy, our long-time choir soloist, is working for the
TSA, and has relocated to Longmont, CO, to be close to his parents. His
mother passed away on Thanksgiving. Make note of Randy’s new contact info:
812 Parklane Ave., Apt. C, Longmont, CO 80501, 303-257-7188,
randellharris@hotmail.com.
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To my dear Delmar family,

My heart is full with the love you
have shown me, my mother, and my
family since the death of my father.
Your gifts of prayer, food, flowers,
allowance of time away, all have fed
my soul in what has proven to be a
more difficult time than | had imag-
ined it would be. But most of all, |
am grateful for your places in my life
and the life of my family. Thank you.

We will meet at Delmar on Sunday,
February 12 at 5:00 PM for food,
study and fun. Invite a friend!

summer.

Remember that you need to work
at our fundraiser lunch on Sunday,
February 19 if you are planning to
attend summer camp.

After cleaning up after lunch on activities.
Sunday, February 19, make plans
to spend the day together. We will
go ice skating at Queeny Park and
hang out at the Fillinghams
afterward for pizza and a movie.

Summer Camps

Our youth and children will be participating in Passport camps this

The youth will attend Passport Mission camp the week of July 24
in Macon, GA, on the campus of Mercer University. Their day
will include working on a mission site, faith formation and fun.
The children will attend PassportKids! camp in Murray, KY, July
15-18, on the campus of Murray State University. They will
participate in faith formation, missions education and lots of fun

We are delighted to have so many of our children participating in
summer camps. We plan to share more about the camp theme for
both camps "Life Together" as we approach our departure for
camp. We also will have some fundraisers to help offset the

cost. Thanks in advance for your prayers and generosity.







Accorcling to | Jelmar

Th e ncamation

Christmas morning, 2011, Delmar Baptist Church gagti to remember our sacred story and to ope
our hearts to the mystery of Immanuel, God withAfger songs, prayers, readings and the proclaimeu
word, each wrote their own reflections and pladesit in the manger. Below is the poetry of one
congregation’s heart and mind, gathered into onesvoy Chuck Hussung.

Jesus, the Light of Reality, who shines througlatiuime, o’er all the world.
The Incarnation is about finding the manger inryown life.
God’s gift of love brings peace on earth and lighguide us.
Christmas is the joy of the world because of Jdsiut.
God, the word, the night star, became human, filehdayspring.
The light of the Lord brings us all together i thniracle of eternal life.
Today humanity has been changed; our darknessemasgierced by the light and we are healed.
Humanity was changed God is Good Faahdrson,
And was fused with God— God is Great Wtirdarkness and starlight,
A Holy & Cosmic Mystery Thanks be to God! The Northern Cross at Christmas,
Yet Thru Life | plod— God’s love shining
Every child is a child of God.
The Word became incarnate, that he might dwelbim and me.
The joy of His birth brings great light to even therkest days, the coldest nights, and the dréahess.
The true light (Jesus) brings life.
The Word restored humanity through his Grace.
God forever holds us in the palm of His hand bseaf this greatest gift of all.
Christian or not, this is a day for everyone
Why do so many people have trouble believing inisEland what he has done for us?
The Word that you can understand is not the Word.
Incomprehensible love come to us from God.
The nativity shows us the word real in this babgu3ebirth.
Jesus enlightens our lives and gives us hopeetleat overcomes death.
Jesus, the baby, who saved us and gave us oneolowdife in God.
God heard my cries for healing and sent His Sdyetborn in human form.
Jesus brings light and joy to all men.
All we believe begins with and on this day!
The Lord is our Savior, life and light inside of us
God with us, the deep reality of the incarnatiad ee-creation of human existence.
Let us not forget the reason for the celebratiothefday.
Something so beautiful, in some place so unbedutif
Here is a reason why at this time of year we waatyghing to be right.
This time of year causes great reflection and dnane closer to Jesus.
Christmas is the marriage of mysticism and rebait f
The Light has flooded me from all eternity, butyonow have | seen it.
When we claim the incarnation,“God in Us,” we ahawged from broken vessels to reflective mosaics.
Oh Divine Savior, help me see you . . . serve you.
May we share the peace and joy with family, ourrchpand the world.




All smartie-P ants

Ca"lng ...0r not so smartie-pants. We don't care! We're
calling all WARM BODIES...who have hearts for
kids growing up in East St. Louis!

Join with your Delmar Friends to support the

Christian Activities Center’s
7th Annual Trivia Night 'n' Silent Auction !

We already have a good number going and we’'ve reserved
several tables. If you'd like to join us here are the particu-
lars:

Trivia ‘n’” Auction

Saturday, February 25

7-9:30 PM (auction opens at 6)

St. Michael’'s Church, Waterloo, IL

$15 each (pay at the door)

Waterloo is about 25 minutes from everywhere, but your
drive will change lives. Last year this event raised $14,000 to
directly feed, clothe, teach and love children in East St.
Louis.

Trouble with Spirituality

Each of us has some notion of what spirituality
is. In a real sense it is what we perceive it to
be — at least for us. As Christians we accept
God as Spirit. While thinking about God is
theology, relating to God as Spirit is
spirituality. At least, that is how it seems to
me.

Christian Schwarz (the creator of NCD) lists
three types of spiritual value systems:

What is true — the dogmatic system
What is good — the ethical system
What is beautiful — the aesthetic system

These correspond to the “Three Colors” theme
of NCD. Each has value, and the goal is to
blend each system into a cohesive body of
believers. We need each other, and the
sooner we learn how to work together, the
sooner we will be able to move forward in
spreading God’s kingdom.

year anniversary with us.

more flexibility going forward.

the participants for those teams.

From Qur Leadership Team President  peqq, pivencer

While writing at the beginning of the New Year | find myself looking backward as well as forward. My time spent in
this role will wind down in the next few months as we move toward a new leadership strategy. | look back realizing
we have weathered a number of major transitions. | recall agreeing to the role of Moderator during a Council
Meeting late in 2009. Pastor Minchow-Proffitt concluded that same meeting by announcing his departure. While |
am still challenged by Robert’s Rules of Order, other things have fallen into place. | feel as if | have come full circle
this year as we have welcomed Pastor Chris Fillingham and his wonderful family. We will soon celebrate his one-

Change has been somewhat of a constant for the past couple of years. In 2010 we had the Board of Trustees and
the Council. Then in 2011 we had a single “Board” and this year we launch the Leadership Team. Moving to a
smaller leadership structure in 2011 was informative and helpful, and with Chris’s leadership we were able to
develop the plan more fully. Encouraging volunteer opportunities rather than following “Rules of Order” allows us

Our 2012 Leadership Team is moving forward. Recently we spent several hours together to begin the process of
delegating tasks and setting goals for the year. Each team member will adopt a ministry initiative and serve as the
liaison for their efforts: Peggy Pittenger, Hospitality and Community; Joanne Cuddeback, Stewardship; Trisha
Crow, Spiritual Formation; Nathan McKie, Missions; and Pastor Fillingham, Worship. We will be reaching out to

I hope you have noticed that much of the brush has been cleared on the North Entrance. This is one of the
projects tied to our Capital Campaign. More work will be done which will include removing the fence when the
weather cooperates. A second project, the storage building to house outdoor equipment, has been approved by
Town and Country and Mat Hartig is in the process obtaining permits. Again, weather will determine the start of
the actual building process. Thanks to all who have committed to support this campaign.




By Nathan McKie

Bosnian Food Pantry, Feb. 4

Delmar has committed to support the Bosnian-
American ministry in St. Louis in an on-going way for
2012. This goes beyond the food pantry support that
we have given in 2011. It is a monthly financial
commitment in order to give stability to the mission.

We are now supporting the food pantry on a bi-monthly
schedule. The next time we are asked to serve is on
February 4. Several have indicated their willingness to
serve, but we can use a few more. It involves about 3
hours and is well worth the time spent. If you would like
to be a part of this important ministry, you can contact
Nathan McKie or just call the church office.

Womens Mission Council

Wow! We are so excited and pleased with the Love-
Gift offering for the Christmas Tea. We received over
$1,500 as of now. If you haven't given yet, there is still
time. Just make the check out to Delmar and put
Love-Gift on the memo line. Thank you so much for all
who helped make this possible. The mission boards
and missionaries also say Thank You! The Lay training
in China receives the CBF half and American Baptist
mission board receives the other half.

The White-Cross women want to thank the Church
congregation for helping make possible the monetary
Christmas gifts for our special interest missionaries.
We are already beginning to get thank-you notes from
surprised and grateful missionaries. It makes us all
excited to help these special people in the work they
do.

Bring your food items in a paper grocery bag and leave in the Narthex. NO GLASS!

Food Items: Peanut butter, jelly
Chili, beef stew
Tomato Products
Dry dinners
Canned Fruit
Muffin mix

Gelatin, pudding mixes

Non-Food items :

Shampoo, conditioner
Deoderant

Dish soap

Laundry detergent
Lotion

Diapers, baby wipes
Razors

Needy children and youth (6-18) pour through the doors of the Christian Education Center in East St. Louis
every weekday at 3:30pm and stay until 8pm. Each child is offered a healthy after-school snack, hot dinner meal,
homework help, computer training, fine arts classes, recreation, medical care, and life enhancement (mentoring,
Bible study, devotions, etc.) In addition, CAC sends children to summer camps and on mission trips.

Our February Communion offering is designated for support of the Christian Activity Center. Please make your
check out to Delmar Baptist Church, designated for “CAC.” You may give all month.

We are supporting our sister ABC church, Antioch Baptist, in their used clothing and small appliance ministry.
Please leave gently-used items in the designated bin in the narthex.

The ladies of White Cross will gather at 1 PM in Anniversary Hall on Tuesday, Feb. 21, for hands-on mission work.
Because of Election Day this month, there will be no White Cross on Tuesday the 7th.




As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart anddmive are
committed to worship and witness, fellowship andise,
education and faith exploration.

% $
We strive to love God with all of our heart, mirstul, and
strength — to know God through Christ’s life, telagh and
enduring presence, and through the grace of thré &plove
our neighbors as ourselves.

%
As a congregation, we are
nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and hopeful.

DELMAR BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO 63131

Mailed February 2, 2012

Sunday Worship
Sunday Growth Groups
Sunday Prayer Group
Community Groups
Wednesday Bible Study
Youth Group

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor

Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Minister of Music
Charlotte Howenstein, organist/pianist
Joan Barth, Secretary

Peggy Pittenger, president
Joanne Cuddeback, vice president
Tricia Crow, secretary

Nathan McKie

Phone: 314-432-1960

FAX: 314-432-5732

Email: delmarbc@hotmail.com
Website: delmarbc.org

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung




